VILLAGE OF FARNHAM
Board Meeting
January 19, 2016
Present were: The Village Board of Trustees: Mayor Gibbons;  Trustees George Cordia ; Jere Hoisington; Vinny Rovnak; Yvonne Heller; Village Clerk-Treasurer-Jackie Hoisington; DPW Supr.-Ellsworth Nolan; Code  Enforcer-Paul Ryerse 
Also present were: Village Attorney-Bill Beck; Janice Ross; Linda Ostrowski-both from Brant Planning Board
Meeting called to order @ 7:30 pm

Pledge to the flag led by George Cordia

Moment of Silence in Memory of Herman Dorsey 
Meeting minutes from December 15, 2015 Regular Board Meeting approved by Trustee Hoisington; second by Trustee Rovnak, all in favor; aye
OLD BUSINESS:

Water Rates:  everyone was supposed to bring ideas to the meeting on what they would like to do; Mayor didn’t have a chance; Jere went through all the water billing ,water budget & treasurer’s report, which everyone received a copy of.  Water usage has gone down, budget numbers have been overstated, and we haven’t had a rate increase in at least 5 years. If we have a 6% increase, figuring all of these numbers in, everything would balance out.  We won’t receive a definite amount for the increase until we receive our new bill from the county, which won’t be until the beginning of February.  We are basing the 3.9% increase on what the Buffalo News stated.  Last year we lost $4,404.05 in our water budget, our accountant has been telling us for a couple of years we need to raise our water rates.  Our water tower repairs have gone up, we have added insurance to the water tower, the testing fees have gone up, and we haven’t increased for the last 3 raise hikes we have absolved.  We will have a Public Hearing Tuesday, February 16th @ 
8PM; Jackie will send a notice to The Sun.  We have to mail a notice to all water customers 30 days prior the rate hike. 
MuniciPAY Program-Payment System for Water & Tax Bills-onetime fee of $85.00 for swipe machine; MuniciPAY collects fee, we only receive the total we are due.  Payments can be done at window, called in or done online.  Mayor stated it just needs to be put into the budget.  Motion by Trustee Rovnak to authorize Jackie to move forward with MuniciPAY; second by Trustee Cordia; all in favor; AYE.

NEW BUSINESS:
*Board appointment of Elections Inspectors -4 inspectors were presented by Village Clerk.  They were as follows: Theresa Quagliana, Marie Lalka, Janice Ross & Linda Ostrowski. Mayor recommended Janice Ross & Linda Ostrowski as election inspectors for the Village of Farnham 2016 election. Motion by Trustee Rovnak; second by Trustee Heller to accept mayor’s recommendation.

Motion to approve Village Elections 2016 Resolution as written by Village Clerk by Trustee Heller; Second by Trustee Hoisington;

Roll Call Vote:

Trustee Heller


AYE




Trustee Hoisington

AYE




Trustee Cordia


AYE




Trustee Rovnak


AYE




Mayor Gibbons


AYE

All In Favor; So Moved

*Motion by Trustee Hoisington; Second by Trustee Cordia to approve renewal of Annual Maintenance Agreement with Eagle Systems for Copy Machine @ $238.00, no increase from prior year.  All in favor AYE; so moved
*Farnham received a check from Erie County for 4th Quarter 2015 Sales Tax Distribution for $10,453.32.

* Lee Widmer-Wick from Lake Shore Boys & Girls Club will be attending next month’s meeting.

TRUSTEE REPORTS

Trustee Hoisington-* would like to order 33 chairs; 4 without arms; Fire Department agreed to pay ½; total is $1,378.74 ($689.37 each).  Fire Dept. recommended Navy Blue; Jere recommended taking it from line item A1990.4- Contingency Fund. Motion by Trustee Heller for Jere to order 33 Navy Blue chairs, not to exceed $700; funds to be taken from the Contingency Fund;  second by Trustee Rovnak; all in favor-AYE, so moved.*Jackie & I attended the NEST meeting last Thursday; we heard a lot about recycling; Erie County extended the Sun King Recycling Program.  Sun King is sponsoring a recycling program that villages can sign up for that will benefit Camp Good Day & Special Times.  They provide containers & pallets; this would give our residents an opportunity to get rid of electronics.  Mayor asked if it has to be monitored by the Village, where would we put these items if we get snow.  Linda Ostrowski mentioned with the Town of Brant’s recycling, they have theirs locked up due to security reasons with hard drives in computers.  Jere will talk to Lenny, Brant Supervisor and Jackie will talk to Linda, Angola Clerk regarding how they are handling their recycling.
Trustee Rovnak- No Report
Trustee Heller- No Report
 Trustee Cordia- No Report 

 Mayor’s-*Announced the E.C. Government Meeting-Thursday, March 28th @ the Columns Banquets, reservations to Jackie by this Friday.  Prior to that meeting @ 4:45 is the Erie County Consortium Mtg.; E.C. Consortium plan is also available on their website. *Letter from Erie County re: CDBG – our Church Street project was denied, which we had been told previously; Rural Transit was approved.*E-mail from Census Bureau-will be taken care of in the next few days.
Village Clerk’s- *Went to the NEST meeting with Jere; *Collecting Farnham Water bills, we have received all the outstanding water bills from last month; *Working on the March election, handing out petitions, they are all due back between February 2 and February 9, 2016; * This Thursday I am going to a Grant Application Information Session @ Erie I  Boces in West Seneca from 9AM – 1PM; *The Election Seminar, put on by NYCOM,  I was supposed to go to last week was cancelled due to lack of participation; *Still working on file room, very disrupted, I will be contacting Brant regarding using their Scanner to try and consolidate some records.
 DPW Report- Moved a lot of snow; finally cleared the sidewalks; Water Sampling; Farnham, Brant Water Readings; we had Zahm & Matson out 2 x’s last week regarding the snow blower on the new tractor; Supervisor Pero contacted Ellsworth re: a lady who would like to meet regarding the Grants for Brant’s Water System, Ellsworth will meet with her Thursday.
Code Enforcement-*Nothing due to weather
Fire Department Report- No one for report.  Jere reported there is a rumor that the pool table is sold, just waiting to get transportation to move it.  Vinny reported there is a new president in the fire department, Andrea McEvoy, Pam did not seek reelection as she & Bob are relocating.  Mayor requested Jackie to send a letter to Andrea letting her know she is invited to attend as the president of the Fire Company.  George stated the Inspection Dinner is coming up; Mayor stated someone is going to have to start bringing in questions and no one has brought anything up.  Vinny, George & Yvonne stated the Inspection Dinner is February 13, Mayor said, “ that needs to be a board approved item and as I said no one is here, we went through all of that last year.”
Motion by Trustee Heller; second by Trustee Rovnak to approve (FY 2015/16) GENERAL FUND 
       ABST. #8-$10,941.32, all in favor 
Motion by Trustee Cordia; second Trustee Hoisington to approve (FY 2015/16) WATER FUND
                                                                                              ABST. #8-$ 4,463.73, all in favor
FLOOR OPEN FOR PUBLIC COMMENTS AND/OR QUESTIONS- 
Linda Ostrowski-The Brant Planning Board is looking for a couple of new members; it pays $40.00 per meeting.  We are looking for 1 member and 2 alternates.
 The mayor stated the Village is also looking for Planning Board members.
NEXT REGULAR BOARD MEETING-TUESDAY, February 16th, 2016 @ 7:30 PM 

with a Public Hearing @ 8:00 PM Re: Water Rate Increase
Motion to adjourn @ 8:30 PM by Trustee Rovnak; second by Trustee Heller; all in favor; so moved
Respectfully Submitted,

___________________________________

Jacqueline M. Hoisington

Village Clerk-Treasurer,

Village of Farnham

____________________________________

MAYOR
________________________________                                            ____________________________                                                                                                                                
TRUSTEE





      TRUSTEE
_____________________________                                        _________________________

TRUSTEE                                                                                  TRUSTEE
